A critical perspective on coronary artery disease and coronary bypass surgery.
This paper examines coronary artery disease and coronary artery bypass graft (CABG) surgery from a critical medical anthropological perspective. It explores the issue of why an expensive, individualistic, and mechanistic treatment for the symptoms of coronary artery disease (CABG surgery) has come to be so widely used to treat a condition which is so clearly related to occupational, social and environmental stresses and to behavioral factors. The paper also addresses the issue of why CABG surgery has proliferated in the absence of firm evidence from controlled studies that it is an effective long-term mode of treatment for many patients with this disease. Through this analysis of the growth and continued overuse of CABG surgery the social nature of biomedical knowledge and the socio-cultural, political and economic nature of biomedical decision making are revealed.